
 
HeroRAT facts: 
 

• Rats are highly intelligent and social creatures, with an 
extremely developed sense of smell 

• An organization called APOPO trains African Giant Pouched 
to detect explosives and disease (specifically Tuberculosis)  

• The rats are about the size of a small cat and are 
affectionately called HeroRATS because they save lives 

• HeroRATS can detect all the landmines in an area roughly 
the size of a football field in 30 minutes!  If a person does 
that same work it will take them 2 days! 

• Another HeroRAT can evaluate samples from 40 different 
patients (and communicate if the person has Tuberculosis or not) in 7 minutes!  It takes a lab technician 2 days 
to do the same work.   

• So far, HeroRATS have helped over 300 families in Mozambique return to their daily lives free from the fear of 
landmines. 

• Weekly, they also identify an average of 5-10 patients with active TB that were missed by microscopy at the 
clinics.     

 
This work is important because unfortunately, every 20 minutes someone in the world is hurt or killed by a landmine 
and each year 2 million people die of Tuberculosis.  You can help save lives too!  To learn more check out the 
HeroRAT website: www.herorat.org! 
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