[image: image1.wmf]PAPER BAGS
· Made from wood, a renewable material.
· Not made from recycled paper. Live trees are cut down to make paper bags. 

· Almost 3 times as much energy is used to make paper as compared to plastic bags.

· Trucks burn more fuel to carry them because they are heavier than plastic.

· Very slow to biodegrade (break down) in landfills due to lack of sunlight and oxygen.

· Usually recycleable.
· Can be reused. 
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PLASTIC BAGS

· Made from petroleum (oil), a non-renewable material.

· Less energy required and less pollution created to make them than paper bags.

· Take up less space in landfills than 
paper bags.
· Most don’t biogdegrade (break down) at all.

· Dangerous chemicals from plastics can leak out of landfills and seep into groundwater.

· Usually not recycleable.
· 
Animals can choke on flyaway bags that don’t make it into the trash.
· Can be reused.
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